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For an incredible 90 years, The Children’s Home has met the needs of  countless kids bringing 

safety, security and encouragement to often chaotic lives. This provision can change the trajectory 

of  a child’s path, allowing them to become who God has created them to be. While I love to see 

the foundational needs met, I am most proud of  the relational ways The Children’s Home 

transforms the lives of  young people. 

Rather than just feeding kids’ bodies, The Children’s Home feeds their souls, their 

identities and their futures. Rather than merely providing a warm, safe place to 

sleep, The Children’s Home provides warmhearted, loving homes where 

children thrive, breaking family cycles that have been painful and destructive 

for generations. 

Our kids are invited into a profound lifestyle, and we are watching them 

flourish. Our kids are leaders on varsity sports, on the student council, in 

the classroom, at their jobs, around town and in their families. 

The jewel of  The Children’s Home is our community... our family. We 

have an incredible staff  and board who are fully devoted to kids. We have 

amazing volunteers who spend time, not just meeting basic needs, but 

pouring their hearts into children. We have committed donors and 

supporters who allow us to provide beyond static needs and engage our 

children in dynamic, life-changing experiences. I am thrilled to be a part 

of  this astounding community. Thank you for being a part of  the 

miraculous work of  changing future generations one 

child at a time.

Thanks for loving kids,

a WORD from the PRESIDENT
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ROOTS and WINGS was chosen as the name of this publication  because we have a deep desire to  give both of  these to each child who comes to us:

                                                                           ROOTS to nourish and establish them, to ground them in who God says they   are and to give them room to grow with a place and people who embody home; 
                                                            WINGS that they may soar beyond whatever hinders them and achieve much   more than they have planned for themselves. 

                                     Somewhere in this newsletter, this symbol 
                               is hidden. Remember, it could be any size or place!

JOIN the FUN!

But if  we WALK IN THE LIGHT,  as he is in the light, we have fellowship   with one another, and the blood of  Jesus, his son, PURIFIES  us from all sin.{ }

andq a: with Abbey Jo Havens
Ross & 
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- 1 John 1:7

allfrom of  us
Community is more than just a group of  people connected by something in common. It 

involves a sense of  belonging, respect, solidarity, care and love for others. It’s kindred spirits 

and diverse minds all contributing to each other in some way... at it’s highest level, it is family.

We are family at The Children’s Home – albeit a fluid, constantly changing and shifting family 

– and fostering the community spirit here requires consistent attention and effort. We must 

constantly be building family connectedness through intentional activities and events that draw 

individuals into unity with each other.

We are also very much a part of  the larger Amarillo community. Because of  our small size, 

we’re able to work in cooperation with other local organizations who share our mind-set and 

heart – we can tap into the best that Amarillo has to offer. 

Our kids are in the community – friends with your kids at school, on the same teams and 

involved in the same student council and extra-curricular activities. Our kids sack and carry 

your groceries at United, serve you food at Sonic and Olive Garden, and hold the door for you 

at church. Their connection to you is something they treasure.

We have been woven into this community for 90 years. Your grandparents went to school with 

kids from The Children’s Home. Your parents brought Christmas gifts here when they were 

kids or you attended Young Life in the auditorium or had friends who lived here. Your neigh-

bor, your mailman, your banker, your mechanic – they’re all connected in some way to The 

Children’s Home. Thank you for maintaining that connection – for being our community. 

Thank you for being part of  our family.

            IN SOLIDARITY AND LOVE,
                        the Staff  of The Children’s Home

BOARD of  TRUSTEES

Dick Doyle,
   CHAIRMAN 

Roger Castleberry, 
   VICE CHAIRMAN

Christy Kocsis,
   TREASURER
 
Carol Lovelady, 
   SECRETARY
                                        
Jerry Rohane,
   PAST CHAIRMAN

Deborah Cone

Lulu Cowan

Mark Gilliland

Shannon Herrick

Alan Keister

Janet Laughter

Courtney Mogonye

Dawn Wells
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notea side
with Director of  Operations, John Emmitt

One of  the great things about The Children’s 

Home is the spirit of  community on our 

campus, but this atmosphere doesn’t just 

happen. It’s only possible by setting aside 

personal ambition, considering others first, 

being honest (even about hard things) and 

encouraging and caring for each other.

Here are some successful things we have done 

to build community on campus:

SERVICE PROJECTS

Serving together is a great way to step outside 

of  your normal roles and routines and work 

together toward a common goal. No longer 

“boss” and “employee”, having everyone on 

equal footing results in relationship growth that 

otherwise doesn’t happen.

BREAK OUT OF CLIQUES

Sadly cliques are still alive and well in adult life. 

It’s natural that people of  similar interests and 

personality are drawn together, but to build 

community, people have to be forced out of  

their comfort zone and into relationships they 

wouldn’t naturally choose.

EAT TOGETHER & PLAY TOGETHER

The way you build relationships in your family 

is the same way you build relationships in your 

organizations – good food and fun – uncom-

fortable, silly fun, even... but always good food.

giant

theFACING {WALL}
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* name has been changed

                                                                  to help you keep things straight: At the beginning of  the summer, three of  our girls’ homes 

volunteered at Camp of  the Hills, then we had the family camp at Bonita Park referred to in this story and, at the end of  the summer, 

some of  our kids went to KAA camp. Each experience served a different but important purpose, and we’re thankful for all of  them.

A little RABBIT TRAIL

Picture a 65 foot climbing wall: 6 tall and imposing stories high. Imagine a 12-year-old girl clinging with all of 

her strength to the grips, purposing to race her older brother to the top. Part way up she looks back...

Bailey*’s experience at the climbing wall is a beautiful microcosm of  all that happened at family camp.

Instead of  a campus vacations to a “big” city like Dallas or Denver, this year we took all of  our kids and most of  our adults 

to experience a campus-wide “family camp” in Bonita Park, New Mexico.

Family camp was the very best parts of  the camp experience. With the primary goal of  building relationships and commu-

nity, we created mixed up teams with kids from various cottages along with Family Teachers and staff  who don’t normally 

work together. There were awkward situations to take us out of  our comfort zones, ridiculous games and tough challenges 

to give us ample opportunity to laugh together and struggle together and cheer each other on. There were wonderful 

worship servies to encourage spiritual growth of  the kind that only happens in such settings. There was silliness and 

laughter, joking and playing, peace, quiet and reflection.

Camp was certainly a time of  new experiences and individual growth, but it was also distinctively a time of  bonding, of  

coming together, of  unity and oneness of  heart.

There is so much we accomplish on campus at The Children’s Home through the ins and outs of  everyday life – so many 

battles won simply by going through life together. But sometimes... sometimes you need silly games, you need to get out of  

your comfortable group and you need 4 nights straight of  worshipping with family. Sometimes you need struggle and 

encouragement. Sometimes you need to climb a 65 foot wall to gain the ground you’re striving for.

THE CHILDREN’S  HOME        myrootsand wings.org

When I was up there and I was looking down, I got so scared. I tried to grab the rock, but I slipped. Everyone 
was encouraging me, saying ‘Don’t be afraid.’ I felt like God was there, and He was encouraging me, too. Then 
I felt confident... When I reached the top, I was so happy!

The kids were NOT INITIALLY EXCITED about the idea of camp... after years of  campus vacation being    a big city trip, it was quite a mental transition. By the end of  day one, they were asking if  we could come back next year, 
                                                                      and on our last day, there were tears and wishes that we could stay. It was     not what the kids thought they wanted, but ended up being everything we all needed.

giant

theFACING {WALL}

from an interview with Assistant Family Teacher Jennie Dunn
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A BIG THANK YOU
to our many volunteers who share life with us and 
give of  yourselves in so many creative and unique 
ways. If  you’re interested in volunteering at The 
Children’s Home, contact Arnie Padilla at 
apadilla@myrootsand wings.org or (806)352-5771.

RAH! RAH! RAH!
We have quite a few kids involved in school and 
community sports and school activities this year. 
From softball to football, martial arts to track, honor 
choir to student government, we’re getting our cheer 
on here at The Children’s Home and enjoying 
watching our kids shine and grow as leaders!

I AM THIRD
For the second summer in a row, one of  our teens 
earned the very exclusive “I am third” award at 
KAA camp. This highest honor, only bestowed on a  
maximum of  4 campers each term, recognizes those 
who are observed consistently living out the camp 
motto: “God first. Others second. I’m third.” 

As folks are introduced to or reminded about 

The Children’s Home, one of  the first ques-

tions they often ask is, “What do you need?” or, 

“How can I help?” Our response is two-fold, 

“Use your resources and follow your passion.”

This naturally looks different for every person. 

Your resources are your time, your finances, 

your expertise and your voice. Which do you 

have that you’re eager to share? And your 

passion? You just might find it reading one of  

our stories.

As you read through the narratives we’ve 

shared here and feel a sense of  pride, inspira-

tion, joy or empowerment, we challenge you to 

put your resources to work: share that story 

with someone or post it from our website to 

your facebook page, and build into The 

Children’s Home by lending your expertise or 

investing your finances or time.

If  one story particularly spoke to you, then do 

that! Find out when the next game is and 

support our softball girls or our kids on other 

local sports teams, get your friends or 

co-workers together to adopt a home, write a 

check to send a kid or an entire home to camp, 

get the people in your Sunday School Class to 

help be a mentor, be a tutor, bring a cupcake... 

the list is endless, and the reward is great. Just 

get started – you won’t want to stop!

THE CHILDREN ’S  HOME began out of  a single DECISIVE MOMENT. 
In 1923, Dr. R. Thomsen, minister for what is today’s First Presbyterian Church, and some friends, including civic leaders Guy C. Saunders and 
Allen Early, Sr., were meeting for coffee when they saw three children standing outside, crying. The children were orphaned, hungry and in need of  
clean clothing. At this critical point, these men chose to act: to feed and clothe the children and find them proper care. As a result of  the events on 
that fateful day, The Children’s Home officially opened in March, 1924.

THE CHILDREN ’S  HOME        myrootsand wings.org

Visit us on facebook (search “The Children’s Home 
Amarillo”) and “like” our page to stay connected.

A BIG SMILE
Sign up for Amazon Smile at smile.amazon.com and 

5% of  your purchase will be DONATED to your 

favorite charity. Select Presbyterian Home for Children 

Amarillo Texas and benefit The Children’s Home.

06p.

Today, The Children’s Home primarily serves children in the foster care and juvenile systems. As with all kids, these young 

people spill over what has been poured into them. Hurt, anger, lies, rejection, insecurity and abuse have been their reality. 

The ugliness that they believe to be truth shapes their world-view and results in a fierce spirit of  self-preservation. Mere 

survival has required every ounce of  their energy, and they have no idea how to live any other way. 

Immediately upon their arrival, it is our challenge to begin instilling in each child safety, home, family, security, value and 

worth. Our ultimate goal is to restore each child’s God-given identity – to help them become all that they were created to 

be. As truth overcomes lies, children begin to realize their own worth and, in turn, the value of  others. Over time, out of  

the overflow of  their hearts, they are able to become a blessing to the world around them. 

From our very inception in 1924, The Children’s Home has been a product of  the Panhandle community. Throughout 

our 90 years, you the community have poured in your time, heart, gifts and funds. We have taken those blessings and 

battled for our children – providing them with much more than food and shelter. The love, structure, sense of  belonging 

and training the kids receive here allow them to give back to their community as respectful students and athletes, 

dedicated parents, diligent workers and honest businessmen and women.

Generations have already reaped what was sown when The Children’s Home was opened, and the face of  the Panhandle 

has been changed for the better. But there is more to be done – future generations hold the potential to be blessed through 

each child that comes to us. We are grateful, as we look to the future, that we can trust the Amarillo community 

and the Panhandle to make the next 90 years count.
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IT HAS TAKEN LOTS AND LOTS of PRAYER to get where we are as a team – praying God  will lead us so we can lead these girls, We’ve got 16-22 girls on the team at one time, 
                                                   if  you don’t have God up in the middle of  that, it is not  going to be a good day.

It all started last year when The Children’s Home hosted a softball tournament. One of  the teams 

we invited encouraged a Las Vegas tournament to ask our team out. We worked and were able to 

raise the money to go. As our girls practiced at the tournament, they were on the field missing balls 

but still laughing and having a good time. Their lightheartedness and joy began to draw a crowd – 

intriguing the other teams and coaches. Our girls grabbed their hearts, reminding them of  when 

they had first started playing – when it was still fun and they were still learning.

Afterwards, we were invited to the clinic and showcase coming up. We hoped to go, but just didn’t 

have the money. A month out, a coach of  one of  the Las Vegas teams called to see if  we were 

coming – a lot of  his girls had been asking. When we let him know it wasn’t in our budget, he asked 

if  he could help and if  he could invite other teams to be a part. By the next morning, they were all 

on board. In 2 weeks, they had gathered the money to get us there, and the Nevada NSSSA commis-

sioner waived the entry fee and got our hotel rooms comped. It was God at work all the way. 

It blows people away to see our girls out on the field having fun, still fighting for their first win but 

overcoming defeat with a happy face. Our girls realize they probably won’t win many games, but 

they’ve learned if  they play hard, they earn the satisfaction of  being a team and doing their best. 

One coach told us, “We play top-ranked teams who get behind and just give up. Ya’ll stick it out. 

That’s something to be proud of. We respect that. Keep it up, and you’ll get somewhere in life.”

The teams and coaches who watch us are amazed by how our girls treat each other – how they 

compromise with each other and encourage each other. We’ve really worked with our girls about 

putting each other first... about humility – not thinking less of  themselves, but thinking of  themselves 

less. It helps to have such support from the administration and other adults on campus. The kids 

see every adult here believes in what we’re teaching them... and best of all, they’re 

beginning to see every adult here loves and values them - win or lose. 

from an interview with coach & Family Teacher Michale Simonson

game
of  the

the

- Michale Simonson

HOW does an AMARILLO SOFTBALL TEAM with a RECORD of 0- 89 not only get invited to a 
showcase tournament and clinic in Las Vegas, NV, but also BECOME THE BELLES OF THE EVENT, 
drawing spectators and getting recognized like celebrities on the Vegas strip?
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I’d love to see EACH OF THE COTTAGES ADOPTED  BY DIFFERENT GROUPS in the community – businesses, sports teams, extended families, Sunday Schools... 
                                                       These kids really benefit from knowing that there are people out in the community that care for them. It would be amazing to know that EVERY COTTAGE IS BEING LOVED ON  from the OUTSIDE.

Last year, Erica Currie was trying to think of  a practical, personal, hands-on way to teach her kids about giving 

back. During her childhood in Amarillo, Erica had friends that lived at The Children’s Home. Then as an adult in 

Oklahoma City, her Sunday School class adopted a cottage at a local children’s home. Now living back in Amarillo, 

Erica saw The Children’s Home as an opportunity for her kids to bless and get to know kids close to their own ages.

Erica contacted The Children’s Home and asked to be paired with a middle school girls home. Knowing she couldn’t 

adopt an entire cottage on her own, she sent out an email to friends and neighbors with daughters in middle school 

asking them to be a part. The group she invited whole-heartedly embraced the idea.

Each family was paired with one of  the girls from the cottage for whom they purchased Christmas gifts. Together, 

they delivered the gifts and spent time at the cottage with the girls drinking hot chocolate and making friends.

“We had this sweet, sweet experience, then said, ‘OK. What now? We want to see these girls again.’”

The group decided to spend Valentines Day with the same girls’ home  – sharing Blue Sky burgers, cupcakes and 

devotionals. “We wanted to take activities we do as a family and bring in our cottage girls in to be a part.”

It didn’t stop there. When Erica discovered the cottage was going to serve at a camp at the beginning of  summer, she 

called on her group again. They wanted to join the girls in the their service experience, so they put together summer 

tote care packages for the girls to take with them.

Now, they’re scheming about how to invest in the lives of  these girls in a meaningful way this fall.

Erica has loved doing this project with a group of  like-minded folks. Buddying up each of  the cottage kids with one 

family means there isn’t a huge financial burden for anyone, and it allows each family to build a closer relationship 

with one kid while being a part of  something even bigger.

“The Children’s Home is small and flexible enough people can easily bring their gifts and talents and be involved in 

ways that are in line with their passions. Kids just need to be loved on. ”

THE CHILDREN’S  HOME        myrootsand wings.org

IT JUST BUILDS. That’s the thing about getting involved in something like this... you just want MORE!

GETtogetherlet’s

(yeah, yeah, yeah)

- Erica Currie

from an interview with volunteer Erica Currie
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THE  GREATEST LESSONS I’ve learned in l i fe , I learned in SPORT . 
                                                                        Fitness is a l i felong pursuit  that goes hand  i n  hand  with FAITH .

- Todd Pratt, 7 Athlete

good SPORT
Jabari* is a born athlete. You can tell that much just by looking at him. It’s an athleticism which draws people to him, but it is 

not the sum and substance of  who he is – he is joyful, magnetic, brave, a born leader and, most of  all, a child of  God. Jabari 

is one of  the many reasons we’re involved with 7 Athlete. 

7 Athlete was born from problems Todd Pratt, Amarillo native and former conditioning coach for Texas A&M University 

and the Seattle Seahawks, saw with professional and youth sports. Todd recognizes sport as the canary in the coalmine 

alerting those paying attention to the decaying spiritual and moral fabric of  society. Through God’s calling, he wants to help 

people get back to the root of  what is important in sport, life and faith.

The pairing of  The Children’s Home and 7 Athlete was very clearly divinely orchestrated. “It’s no coicidence that The 

Children’s Home and Duggar Sportsplex where 7 Athlete is held are such a short drive apart.” Led by people of  the same 

mentality and drive, it’s a natural fit.

“The Children’s Home kids are the catalyst for us moving forward. They’ve taught us what we need to do to evolve. 7 Athlete 

wouldn’t be where it is or where it’s going without The Children’s Home.”

Jabari wanted to become involved with 7 Athlete to improve his speed and agility, but he gained so much more. Todd and 

The Children’s Home staff  recognized and encouraged Jabari’s leadership skills. Even when he wasn’t working out, Jabari’s 

Family Teachers made sure he was there. He took the leadership ball and ran with it – consistently encouraging kids, racing 

them and giving them high-fives. Todd also connected Jabari with strong, spiritually rooted men outside of  The Children’s 

Home who can help mentor him and build on the foundations The Children’s Home is working to establish.

“There are so many athletes out there whose worth is defined by their sport. When that’s gone, they don’t know who they 

are. They wonder ‘what am I worth?’ I want Jabari (and every kid we work with) to have his self-worth rooted in God’s love 

for him, not in how well he does in football.” The Children’s Home and 7 Athlete are working with a common goal in mind: 

to ensure that every child knows they are a priceless and precious child of  God, well-loved, with many talents and a whole 

lifetime to positively influence the world. 

- Rambo

Ever y kid needs a person to boost them up...
It makes me happy to be that person. 

from an interview with 7 Athlete’s Todd Pratt



andq a:
       with Ross & Abbey Jo Havens,
       friends of The Children’s Home

{ }Most Wednesday evenings over the past summer we came together for “Stir” during which we would eat and hang out together, 
play games and bonding activities, sing fun songs and worship songs and listen to a message. We wanted our kids and adults to 
have an opportunity to get together in an environment that would build community and draw us together spiritually.

Let us  HOLD FAST the CONFESSION OF OUR HOPE  without wavering, for he who promised is faithful.  And let us consider how to STIR  UP ONE ANOTHER to LOVE and GOOD WORKS, 
                                                           not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of  some, but ENCOURAGING ONE  ANOTHER , and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.

q:
a:

q:
a:

q:
a:

q:
a:

How did you get involved with The Children’s Home?

Darrin, Cody Graham, Ross and I have known each other a long time. They knew Ross’s and my heart for kids and 

invited us to help out with Stir, the Wednesday evening service they had at The Children’s Home this summer. We 

knew it was a great group of  people, worth investing our time and presence in, and we said yes.

What did you expect from the experience?

We thought it would be fun to see the kids, to get to know them, and we wanted to see the gospel presented to them. 

Plus Ross likes playing guitar.

The first night we were there, the kids were asking, “Do you work here now?” “No.” “So why are you here?” 

“Because I love you.” It was a chance to invest in kids’ lives.... to just live life with them. It was fun. So. Much. Fun. I 

miss it already. 

How were you involved?

On the Wednesday nights that we had Stir, all of  the kids would come over to the auditorium to eat dinner together 

beforehand. Ross would go in and get everything set up, and I would bounce around the dinner tables and get caught 

up with the kids. Then, when the service started, Ross played the guitar and sang for worship and I did games and 

hung out with the kids and made them feel loved.

I heard a story about a cupcake... tell me about it.

One of  the girls had a birthday coming up, and we were talking about it. I asked her if  there was anything she could 

have for her birthday, what would it be. She said, “A cupcake.” I thought, “How simple!” So on her birthday, I ran by 

one of  the cupcake places, got her a cupcake and took it to her at her house. 

It’s pretty easy to make a kid feel good with a cupcake.

13p.
Hebrews 10:23-25

Stir has been incredibly impactful on campus, creating an unparalleled sense of  family. This mindset has been reflected 
beautifully in the supportive relationships that have developed among Family Teaching staff  who have begun bringing each 
other cokes, mowing each others’ lawns, running errands and even baking for one another. What beautiful examples they are!

STIR  UP ONE ANOTHER to love AND good works.

THE CHILDREN’S  HOME        myrootsand wings.org

    It’s pretty easy to make 
a kid feel good with a 

cupcake...      
or to bring a 

co-worker some 
joy with a coke! 
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as CHILDREN see it{ } A man went to visit a friend and was amazed to find him playing chess with his dog.   He watched the game in astonishment for a while. “I can hardly believe my eyes!” he exclaimed. 
           “That’s the smartest dog I’ve ever seen.” “Nah, he’s not so smart,” the friend   replied. “I’ve beaten him three games out of  five.” 

what an honor beating the odds when the game stands tall
“Nicely done” to this amazing girl for being inducted 

into the National Junior Honor Society! You might 

remember reading about Olivia* in the April newslet-

ter. She is a hardworking gal who wants to be a 

marine when she grows up, and, by all accounts, can 

achieve whatever she puts herself  to. We sure are 

proud of  you Olivia!

(If  you missed the April story about Olivia, we 

encourage you to read more about this incredible kid 

and others online at myrootsandwings.org/our-

stories.)

For a child in care, graduation from High School is not 

a guarantee – sadly, it’s not even the norm. The 

Children’s Home is committed to helping ensure our 

kids earn their diplomas and have a good start toward a 

strong future. We’re pleased to present our 2014 high 

school graduates: Raylene, Jerison, Isha and Lauren 

(not pictured).

We’d also like to commend Steven Lukas on graduating 

from Amarillo College!

We’re excited to present the speaker for our Roots and 

Wings Event 2015: Coach Bob Ladouceur, subject of  

the recently released film “When the Game Stands 

Tall: The Story of  the De La Salle Spartans and the Longest 

Winning Streak in Football History”.

In an unprecedented winning streak that lasted twelve 

years, it wasn’t his team’s wins that impressed the 

coach, it was their perfect effort. 

Bob’s philosophy on life is quite unusual for a coach, 

stemming from a career start as a teacher and mentor. 

He has a unique approach to success which transcends 

sports, believing that football is merely a vehicle to 

teach life skills like respect, accountability, selflessness 

and commitment, and he reminds audiences that sports 

do not build character, they reveal it. 

- Jake

* name has been changed THE CHILDREN’S  HOME        myrootsand wings.org



IN ALL THESE THINGS, WE ARE  MORE  THAN CONQUERORS through him who loved us.
                                                   For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, 
                                                                  neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, 
                                             nor anything else in all creation will be able to seperate us from 

                  THE LOVE OF GOD THAT IS IN CHRIST JESUS OUR LORD. 

* names have been changed

17p.     .

It’s been a very full year. If  you were to meet Ty today and look at his life, you would never guess the roads we have 

walked together this past twelve months. 

Last year at this time, we were resolutely making a commitment to stand by Ty in the face of  the very difficult battles 

we had been going through with him and the ones we knew lay ahead: Ty refusing to go to school, and, when we 

finally got him inside, multiple calls daily from the school needing help with his behaviour. Ty running away from the 

cottage, though never leaving campus – running and running the perimeter or through the offices carrying a frantic 

and heartbreaking nervous tension. Ty causing disruptions in his home.

There were times when it looked as if  the battle would never end, when we wondered if  it would be worth the cost, 

when the Family Teachers and staff  were exhausted from the fight, but our team soldiered on. Our team loved on 

Ty, spoke words of  encouragement to him, walked through difficulties with him, never gave up on him.

Who can say when the change occurred, when the battle eased. It was a gradual process, barely noticeable until 

great ground had been won, leaving us looking back in amazement at how far he has come. This year, there have 

been no calls from the school about Ty, and he has had two positive office referrals. He is on the school football team 

and has been a leader on the team and in the home. Even the other kids have noticed his transformation.

The changes are fragile, and we hesitate to exhale. No one is expecting the future to be without difficulty, but Ty is a 

fighter too. For so long, he was battling against everything, even his own future. Now, he sees a future worth fighting 

for. Whatever happens, we’ll be ringside shouting support, ready to do what’s needed to help Ty on his journey to 

become the champion God created him to be.

theBRAVING
It has been a year since we first told you about Ty* and his sister, Shay*, and how we were working to keep them together as a family here at The 

Children’s Home in the face of  some difficulties with Ty. At that time, we were unsure what direction the story would go, but we were willing to 

follow and to contend for Ty and for Shay. We also told you about their baby brother who had died, and the lack of  a marker for his grave. You 

rallied to provide the funds to purchase a headstone. Thank you. We want to update you on Ty’s story.

THE CHILDREN’S  HOME        myrootsand wings.org

His whole life was a million-to-one shot.

Romans 8:37-39
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For an incredible 90 years, The Children’s Home has met the needs of  countless kids bringing 

safety, security and encouragement to often chaotic lives. This provision can change the trajectory 

of  a child’s path, allowing them to become who God has created them to be. While I love to see 

the foundational needs met, I am most proud of  the relational ways The Children’s Home 

transforms the lives of  young people. 

Rather than just feeding kids’ bodies, The Children’s Home feeds their souls, their 

identities and their futures. Rather than merely providing a warm, safe place to 

sleep, The Children’s Home provides warmhearted, loving homes where 

children thrive, breaking family cycles that have been painful and destructive 

for generations. 

Our kids are invited into a profound lifestyle, and we are watching them 

flourish. Our kids are leaders on varsity sports, on the student council, in 

the classroom, at their jobs, around town and in their families. 

The jewel of  The Children’s Home is our community... our family. We 

have an incredible staff  and board who are fully devoted to kids. We have 

amazing volunteers who spend time, not just meeting basic needs, but 

pouring their hearts into children. We have committed donors and 

supporters who allow us to provide beyond static needs and engage our 

children in dynamic, life-changing experiences. I am thrilled to be a part 

of  this astounding community. Thank you for being a part of  the 

miraculous work of  changing future generations one 

child at a time.

Thanks for loving kids,

a WORD from the PRESIDENT
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