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Lately, I’ve been reading the book Love Does by Bob Goff. It has been both a challenging and 

inspiring pursuit. I’ve been reflecting on how we tend to use the word “love” as either a noun or 

a fairly passive verb – as in an emotional attachment or fondness. But when we infuse love with 

a dynamic “verbiness”, we give it power.  I can feel love and tell my son I love him, but when I 

go out and play catch with him, that’s when he actually experiences my love. When love 

travels from thought to action, the journey is extraordinary.

The campus of  The Children’s Home is, with intentionality, becoming more and 

more a place where love does. It is becoming a place of  relentless devotion to 

those of  whom we have been given stewardship: a place of  “extra mile 

walked”, “above and beyond” and “you didn’t have to” actions that 

communicate worth and value to our children, many of  whom have 

never believed that they matter.

Because of  your involvement and the staff ’s engagement, the Texas 

Panhandle is demonstrating that love does through the work of  The 

Children’s Home. I am encouraged each time I watch a life being 

changed – both immediately, as basic needs are met, and also over 

time as a child’s identity is restored and value realized.

I am blessed to be a part of  such profound work. As always, we invite 

you to come visit and see for yourself  what love does. We know you’ll 

be challenged and inspired by these incredible children 

and this wonderful place.

Thanks for loving our kids,

a WORD from the PRESIDENT
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TO WIN call 806.352.5771 or email bhoward@amarillochildrenshome.org

                                     Somewhere in this newsletter, this symbol 
is hidden. You’ll win a party with the kids on campus when you’re the first to 
contact us with its location. Remember, it could be any size!

JOIN the FUN!

ROOTS and WINGS was chosen as the name of this publication  because we have a deep desire to  give both of  these to each child that comes to us:

                                                                           ROOTS to nourish and establish them, to ground them in who God says they   are and to give them room to grow with a place and people who embody home; 
                                                            WINGS that they may soar beyond whatever hinders them and achieve much   more than they have planned for themselves. 
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While many components work together to 
empower a child to be successful, there are 
three basic factors I’d like to highlight that are 
an important starting point:

POSITIVE RESOURCES
Emotionally healthy family members, pastors, 
teachers, coaches and/or mentors teach a 
child appropriate ways to manage feelings and 
respond to difficult situations while feeding a 
child’s sense of  self  and value. 

SAFETY
Of  course, physical safety is vital, including 
the basic needs of  food, water and shelter. But 
emotional safety is also critical. Kids need an 
environment that is consistent, predictable, 
loving and safe - including safe and fair limits 
and consequenses. Without these, a child can 
view the world as unstable, unpredictable and 
unfair – coloring the lens through which they 
see every experience. 

BELONGING
A sense of  belonging and being wanted, both 
at home and at school, is extremely valuable 
to any child. A child needs somone to model 
and teach the social skills that allow success 
with peers and help a child form lasting and 
healthy relationships.

To empower a child is literally to give them 
power; power to look for good things in life 
and to open themselves to joy and happiness.

My favorite Bible story is the one about Gideon: one of  the heroes God used in the Old 

Testament to rescue His people in a miraculous way. We learn in Sunday School about 

Gideon’s triumph over the thousands of  fierce Midianites with three hundred men and the 

might of  the Lord. It’s a great adventure, but my favorite part is what happens before all the 

victory and success. To me, the best part of  the story happens in Judges 6:11-12 when Gideon 

is hiding from the Midianites in a wine-press trying to thresh wheat in the most unlikely of  

places. The angel of  the Lord comes to him and says, “The Lord is with you, mighty warrior.” 

While Gideon isn’t even close to acting like a warrior, and he doesn’t seem so sure that the 

Lord really is with him, God comes to him and basically tells him, “This is who I created you 

to be, who I see that you really are, and I’ve got big plans for you.” This conversation was the 

starting point of  something pretty amazing in Gideon’s life. 

Our kids are Gideon. They’ve been told all sorts of  lies about who they are and what they’re 

worth. They’re frightened and more than a little lacking in trust. We have the terrifying honor 

of  being partners with God, of  coming to them and saying, “This is what I see in you and who I 

know that you really are. God has big plans for you.” When they believe these things about 

themselves, they start stumbling towards living in accordance with that belief. They start looking 

for ways to act like the person they now see themeselves to be.

The narrative we’ve gathered here has a common thread of  individuals involved in restoring 

the hearts and fueling the dreams of  our beautiful kids. Stories like these are happening daily 

all over our campus. It is an intrinsic part of  who we are – not just to care for young people by 

providing for their needs, but to restore their identity and to encourage them toward their 

destiny. What an amazing adventure.

            ALWAYS GROWING,
                 the Staff  of The Children’s Home

BOARD of  TRUSTEES

Jerry Rohane,
   CHAIRMAN 

Dick Doyle, 
   VICE CHAIRMAN

Christy Kocsis,
   TREASURER
 
Roger Castleberry, 
   SECRETARY
                                        
Chuck Kitsman,
   PAST CHAIRMAN

Deborah Cone

Mark Gilliland

Shannon Herrick

Alan Keister

Carol Lovelady

Courtney Mogonye

Donna Peck

Jean Stuntz

Dawn Wells
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IMPORTANT STUFF we want you to know

CATCH THE SPIRIT
We’re so grateful to Roger Castleberry of  Sonic for 
outfitting and supporting our girls’ softball team. This 
team has made a huge impact on many of  our girls’ 
lives. This fall, we would like to play in several 
tournaments which require entry fees. If  you would 
like to help with these extra costs, please contact Clay 
at (806)352-5771.

THANKS FOR AN AMAZING PROM
We treasured the outpouring of  love for our kids 

during prom this past spring! First of  all, Keri and 

Charee Smith of  Budding Art generously provided 

beautiful corsages and boutineers. Then, before the big 

event, the teens were able to take their dates to a nice 

meal at Texas Roadhouse, blessed by a kind donation 

from the manager. To top it all off, the Amarillo Car 

Club drove the the revelers to prom in gorgeous classic 

cars. To everyone involved: it was a fairy-tale evening 

because of  your thoughtfulness. Thank you!

SNACK PAK 4 KIDS
Some of  our kids and staff  members have been 

volunteering with Snack Pak 4 Kids. We’re thankgful 

for this great opportunity and partnership – it’s such a 

blessing to be able to bless others.

CONGRATULATIONS
to our graduates (pictured left). We 
are excited for these three as they 
continue to excel at their jobs 
and begin their higher education 
journeys at Amarillo College.

• Beef  & Chicken

• Laptop computers for Family Teachers

• Rug Doctor (commercial)

• Full-size volleyball net and balls

• Sports Equipment
   • balls (basketballs, footballs, volleyballs, etc.)
   • bike helmets (all sizes)
   • chains and padlocks 

• Gift Cards 
   for Family Teacher appreciation

• 2- 24” stools

• White marker board with Easel
   24”x36”

• Small Bedside Lamps for Girls

• Upright Vacuum Cleaner 
   with upholstery tool

• Snowboots 

• Women’s Leggings

• Winter Pajamas (all ages)

In-kind contributions allow you to participate 
in the ministry of  The Children’s Home 
through the provision of  tax deductible goods, 
skills or services.

Thank you to everyone who had a part in 
fulfilling so many of  the items on our 
previous wish list! May the Lord bless you 
as you have blessed us!
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ewho are I AM THIRD award

We are very proud of  one of  our young guys who won 

the coveted and rare I AM THIRD award at KAA 

camp this summer. This highest honor was awarded to 

a mere 7 out of  the 700 campers there. What an 

incredible achievement!

the PRESBYTERIAN HOME for CHILDREN began out of  a single DECISIVE MOMENT. 

Today, The Children’s Home primarily serves children in the foster care and juvenile systems. As with all 

kids, these youngsters spill over all that has been poured into them throughout their lives. Hurt, anger, lies, 

pain, rejection, insecurity and abuse have been their reality. The ugliness that they believe to be truth results 

in a fierce spirit of  self-preservation that influences every area of  their life and how they view the world. 

Mere survival has required every ounce of  their energy, and they have no idea how to live any other way. 

Immediately upon their arrival, it is our challenge to begin instilling in each 

child safety, home, family, security, value and worth. Our ultimate goal is 

to restore each child’s God-given identity – to help them become all 

that they were created to be. As truth overcomes lies, children begin 

to realize their own worth and, in turn, the value of  others. Over 

time, out of  the overflow of  their hearts, they are able to become a 

blessing to the world around them. 

It doesn’t happen overnight. This process is sometimes best 

described as a fight as we battle the echoes of  pasts that cannot 

be erased. We willingly engage, reliant upon insight gained 

through our history as an organization, each other and, most 

of  all, God-given wisdom and guidance. We celebrate 

baby-steps alongside major accomplishments, because we 

know that each are wins..

The responsibility we as a community embrace in The 

Children’s Home is bigger than any one of  us – it’s 

bigger than donor and volunteer, than staff  and 

board. We have been dependant upon God’s 

intervention since the very beginning, and are no 

less so now. We are blessed that He continues to be 

at work through people to change Amarillo by 

restoring her children.  

In 1923, Dr. R. Thomsen, minister for what is today’s First Presbyterian Church, and some friends were meeting for coffee at the Amarillo 
Hotel when they saw three children standing outside, crying. The children were orphaned, hungry and in need of  clean clothing. At this critical 
point, these men chose to act: to feed and clothe the children and find them proper care. As a result of  the events on that fateful day, The 
Children’s Home officially opened in March, 1924.

THE CHILDREN’S  HOME        myrootsand wings.org



WHEN WE LOVE and make loving commitments, WE CREATE FAMILIES and COMMUNITIES within which  people can grow and take risks knowing that hands will be there to catch them should they fall.

* name has been changed

05p.

The After-Care program is an extension of our Transitional Living Program.  The “Going Places” curriculum we created and published 
for this program won a best of  show ADDY for package design at the 2012 Amarillo ADDY Awards.  Learn more about the curriculum on page 15.

A little RABBIT TRAIL

- Jonathan Sacks

catch themhands to

Tina* never planned to return to live at The Children’s Home. Since graduating in 2009, Sunday lunches, 

graduation parties and the occasional afternoon visit kept her involved but fairly self-sufficient. She went to 

school, went to work and paid her bills just like she was supposed to. It was the one-foot-in-front-of-the-other 

struggle typical of  a college student, but she was putting all that she had learned to good use.

Sometimes, in spite of  every best effort, we lose our balance. Sometimes great roommates get married and 

move away. Sometimes the people we trust hurt us. Sometimes we get exhausted from living right on the 

razor-edge of  just-making-it and not-quite-enough. Sometimes, at our most critical moments, we need space 

to pause, to breathe, so we can get back on our feet and back in the fight. Sometimes, we just need to go home.

For the majority of  kids “in the system”, there is no home to return to after graduation. The things so many 

of  us take for granted – a parent’s wisdom, a hug on a rough day, a place to do laundry and get a home-

cooked meal – these are the stuff  of  dreams and wishes.

Every child in a loving, stable home; this is the ideal. We can’t be the ideal, but we want to be the best substi-

tute we can be. One of  the ways we seek to do this is by maintaining contact with our graduates through our 

After-Care program. The Children’s Home offers a safety net of  wisdom and care, a bit of  financial support, 

connection to community resources and, when necessary, a home.

“Krista (Transitional Coach, Krista Bryan) gave me hints that I should move back... I needed help... with bills 

and to save up some money. I was down to $20 in my savings account. I was so stressed out that I was actually 

losing my hair. I had nobody else, no where else to go. I don’t even want to think about it - what would have 

happened to me without The Children’s Home. I am so grateful. I needed a time of  rest - a time of  just 

school and work without all of  the stress of  grown-up stuff.”

It was tough for Tina to move back – it took humility and a willingness to give up her hard-won indepen-

dence. She has continued to work hard and to go to school. She has built her savings and knows it won’t be 

long until it’s time for her to be back on her feet. Once again... she’ll be ready. 

THE CHILDREN’S  HOME        myrootsand wings.org
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as CHILDREN see it{ }                                 Q. Why did the man who owned the hen not follow it across the road?      A: He   was a little chicken.

mission to bless whatever it takes a chance to succeed
This year’s mission trip to Belize was monumental. 

Not only was it the 10th anniversary trip, but it was 

also the first time that a children’s home from Belize 

joined us for 10 days of  working and playing together 

in a highly impoverished area of  Belize.

We spent the week with Pastor Rita, the matriarch of  

her neighborhood and the leader of  Alpha and 

Omega Church – a unique fellowship where kids run 

the service, conduct praise and worship and learn 

scripture. We held a VBS and built on to the crowded 

church building. It was such an impactful time in so 

many ways.

We are blessed and thankful each time we get to make 

this incredible trip.

Chris*’s life was ruled by the negative decisions he was making – decisions that were harming himself, his family relationships, his 

education and his future. His mother made the hard decision to place him in care, and after a few months elsewhere, Chris came 

to The Children’s Home. When he first got here he was very angry and didn’t know how to control that anger. Chris was experi-

encing a lot at The Children’s Home that was helping to shape him into the man he was created to be, but change began in 

earnest when he got a job in fastfood and really began to enjoy the fruits of  trust and see his hard work pay off.

A big test came when Chris messed up a customer’s order. “The guy was angry and yelling at me. I just said, ‘I’m sorry sir. Do you 

want me to make you a new burger?’ Two or three years ago, I probably would have taken that burger and thrown it in his face.” 

Now, Chris says he can see clearly; he can look at things from a different perspective and control his anger. Recently, one of  his 

managers went to work for Rosa’s and asked Chris to join him there. It was both an honor and a good move. “I got a raise!” At 

Rosa’s, Chris is on the “varsity tortilla-dropping team” – apparently that fun-to-watch machine is more than a little finicky.

Chris has also graduated from high school and is in his first year at Amarillo College. “Two years ago, I wasn’t planning to gradu-

ate. I didn’t even want to graduate.” He has decided to stay at The Children’s Home. “I think I have a better chance of  being able 

to complete college if  I stay here. They help keep me in check. They’ve given me everything I need to have a chance.”

Aaron* was having a hard time: lacking the hope and 

inspiration to succeed. Everyone was rooting for him, 

but nothing clicked. Desperate, the staff  and Jerry 

Rohane, Aaron’s mentor, came together looking for a 

way to reach him. Someone suggested baseball: Aaron 

had shown an interest in watching games with Lou, his 

Family Teacher. Everyone agreed it was worth a shot. 

The turning point everyone was banking on finally 

came when Aaron suited up for his first game. At that 

moment, it became real to him. Baseball has given 

Aaron something to be passionate coupled with the 

stress relief  and excitement of  being outside under the 

clouds playing a game he loves. 

For Aaron, baseball was the answer, but only because 

of  people who cared enough about one kid to come 

together and ask the question, “What else can we do?”.

- Matt, age 9

* names have been changed THE CHILDREN’S  HOME        myrootsand wings.org
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LOVE DOES whatever it takes to MULTIPLY ITSELF and somehow along the way EVERYONE BECOMES A PART OF IT. You know why? Because that’s what love does.

- Bob Goff, Love Does

to RAISE child
a

A few years ago, Bob Goff, author of  Love Does, wondered how many helium balloons it would take to lift up a child. So, 

in true Bob Goff  fashion, he gave it a try. His caper was a rousing success (1,000 balloons, give or take, raises a 40 lb. 

boy, for the record), but it leaves us with another question: how many adults does it take?

For any child the answer is “as many as will lift them up in a healthy manner.” For the young people of  The Children’s 

Home, it is doubly so. We see an incredible need for caring adults to come alongside each one of  the children here to be 

voices of  encouragement, voices that give life to developing qualities and voices that guide our children through 

challenges. Our kids don’t need someone particularly clever or wise or cool – just an ordinary adult open to God 

working through them as they spend time hanging out with one of  His children.

Children that come in to our care desperately need positive adult role models, and mentoring opens the door for you 

to make an impact in the life of  a young person in a deep and meaningful way. If  your heart and your imagination 

are stirred, we’d like for you to pray and consider if  this is an investment that’s right for you... then don’t stop at 

thinking about it, take the next step.

Mentoring offers big rewards without requiring a big time commitment (once a week – once a month) but it does require a few things:
• an application  • an in-person interview  • background check  • training (provided by The Children’s Home)  • a minimum 1 year commitment

ARE YOU ready?

THE CHILDREN’S  HOME        myrootsand wings.org
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What has been your best time at The Children’s Home?
I got to have a birthday cake. I have not ever had one before.

Birthdays as a child are magical things – days of  wonder and excitement iconized by a birthday cake 

decorated just so and glowing with the mysterious power to grant wishes to the lucky one who can 

blow out all the candles. 

For many years now, the ladies of  Westminster and St Luke‘s Presbyterian churches have provided 

birthday cakes for our kids’ birthdays. Sometimes lovingly made, sometimes carefully chosen for just 

the right decorations, these cakes are so much more than just a cake, they are expectancy, hope, joy 

and yumminess all wrapped up in a baked good smothered with frosting. 

Perfectly complementing the cake, the First Presbyterian ladies give a gift to each child: money! The 

pride and feeling of  freedom that comes with having your own money is something the ladies of  

First Presbyterian have been giving our kids for over 25 years.

What sweet kindness to restore beauty to the birthdays of  our young people and, in turn, show them 

their own value and worth. Thank you ladies.

Two years ago, Wes and Melissa Purser’s 

small group was looking for a way to serve 

their community. Several in the group 

were familiar with The Children’s Home, 

and they wanted their kids to take part as 

well, so it seemed a perfect fit.

“Our goal was to do something that 

involved all the kids and provided a sense 

of  community and an opportunity to allow 

the older kids to work on a team with the 

younger ones.”

The idea born from this goal was a field 

day. The first year was a hit with all the 

classic games – sack races, three-legged 

races, a water balloon toss and more. But 

the biggest hit was the tug-of-war. So this 
year, the group upped the ante and dug a 

huge mud pit. “We had kids jumping in 

there like crazy!” The day was topped off  

with hot dogs, chips, popsicles and lots 

and lots of  laughter.

“We had such an amazing time doing this 

field day with The Children’s Home. The 

best part was getting to see the kids just be 

kids – encouraging and motivating each 

other – being carefree and having fun... 

We look forward to the third annual field 

day next year!”   

little SWEETthings

bit ‘o FUNold-fashioned

THANK YOU 
to the amazing 

families who 
made this field 
day incredible.

I expect to PASS THROUGH THIS WORLD but once .  Any GOOD,  therefore, that I can do or any  KINDNESS I can show to any fellow creature, LET ME DO IT NOW. Let me not defer or neglect it 
                                                                                                                 for I shall not pass this way again.

- Stephen Grellet

THE CHILDREN’S  HOME        myrootsand wings.org



andq a:
with Jennie Dunn,

              Family Teaching Assistant

{ }A family tragedy broke Jennie’s family apart, resulting in her being placed at The Children’s Home when she was six years old. 
She lived here throughout her childhood until she was nearly 18. Twenty-three years later, she has come back to us, serving as a 
much-loved Assistant Family Teacher.

I AM ONLY ONE , but I  AM ONE . I cannot do everything, but I can do something. And because I cannot   do everything, I WILL NOT REFUSE TO DO THE SOMETHING THAT I CAN DO.
                               What I can do, I should do. And what I should do, by the grace of God, I will do.

q:
a:

q:
a:

q:
a:

What is your favorite memory from your time at The Children’s Home?

One Christmas when I was about 10, we had a set of  houseparents who found out that we’d never looked at Christ-

mas lights or had stockings. On Christmas Eve, the man took us out to look at Christmas lights. While were were 

gone, his wife filled our stockings from the room of  donated used toys. We came in, and we could smell the cookies 

and the hot chocolate. Our stockings were stuffed – filled to the top. It was the best day ever.

How have things changed since you were here?

It was a different time. It was a good place, just different. At that time, kids who came to The Children’s Home were 

here until they graduated. All of  the kids were really close – like family. There wasn’t a lot to do. We mostly just 

played outside. It wasn’t fun or exciting, but it was our home. The adults weren’t very hands-on. It was a different day 

and age. Now, they are so involved here – all of  the adults are. There are so many people engaged with the kids. 

Also when I was here, when you graduated, you were done. Now there’s the After-Care program. I think people could 

have been a lot more successful with that... knowing that when you turn 18 you still have a place to come home to.

What brought you back to The Children’s Home as an employee?

I’ve always wanted to come back – ever since I left. I ran away when I was nearly 18. I knew that I was going to be 

discharged soon, so I ran away. And I fell flat on my face. I found my sister, and we stayed in an abandoned trailer for 

a few weeks. Then we went to a homeless shelter. I met a Mr. Wonderful who wasn’t so wonderful, got pregnant and 

had a baby at 18 1/2. I decided I wanted things to be different. I went to college, then moved to Abilene to interview 

for a job, but I was painfully shy. I was too shy to do the interview. So I ended up working at a convenience store 

instead. I stayed there, did well and was promoted through the company. I thought often about coming back, but I 

wanted to stay in the Abilene area until my kids were through school. I have three amazing kids – one son in the 

military, one who’s a firefighter and in the ministry and a daughter who’s in college.

I wanted to come back and work at The Children’s Home. I felt like I could make a difference, and my kids encour-

aged me to pursue it. I was praying about it, but I had been at the same company for 15 years and was in a good-

paying position. It was a difficult decision. Then one day I was pumping gas and praying about it, just not sure if  

it was the right thing to do. I was praying, “God, I need a sign. You know me – I’ll obey, but I just need a sign to be 

sure.” I looked up, and there was a big diesel truck. Across the back were the words, “God’s trying to tell you some-

thing.” So I said, “Ok. I have to do this.” And I’m glad I did.

13p.
- Edward Everett Hale

It’s a stressful and hard job. I can’t change these kids’ pasts. I can’t change everything for them. But I can at least 
do what I can. I tell the kids, “The one thing I can promise you is that, when I’m working, you are loved.”

YOU ARE loved.

THE CHILDREN’S  HOME        myrootsand wings.org



Many of  you are aware of  our PACESETTER progam – a chance for those 

who desire to share their blessings with The Children’s Home to do so in a way 

that inspires and encourages others to do the same. This creates momentum 

that builds toward our banquet in the Spring. During this event, 

it’s exciting to, in thanks, highlight our pacesetters. We love to celebrate what 

has already been given and challenge others to join the race.

We invite you to come alongside us as an active pacesetter. We know that you 

will be blessed as you help build loving community for the amazing kids here at 

The Children’s Home. 

th
esetting pace

T H E  R O A D M A P  f o r  N A V I G AT I N G
t h e  J O U R N E Y  t o  A D U LT H O O D

16p.
Therefore since we are surrounded by such a great CLOUD of WITNESSES 
         let us throw off everything that hinders, and the sin that so easily entangles.

  And let us run with perser verance the race marked out for us, FIXING OUR EYES ON JESUS , 
                                                                          the pioneer and perfector of  faith.   Hebrews 12: 1-2

is a brand new curriculum designed by 
The Presbyterian Home for Children to 
help teenagers as they transition into 
adulthood. This comprehensive curricu-
lum has been developed to give teens 
the con�dence they need to be successul 
as they navigate the journey to adult-
hood. Containing more than 60 sessions 
covering basic life skills and information 
on what it takes to become a successful 
adult – all of which have been vetted by 
experts in each area. – these materials 
will insure the highest rate of success in 
the life of any teenager. The presentation 
o�ers easy to understand applications, 
it’s interactive with the group leader and 
other participating teens, and it’s fun!

1.  gotta get to work

2.  show me the money

3.  I’m bankin’

4.  mi casa

5.  feed me

6.  going places

7.  what’s up doc

8.  feeling all grown up

9.

.

 where do I go from here

10  alternatives to college

 sessions include:

An excellent tool for your home, church or school!

AVAILABLE for order ONLINE
a t  g o i n g p l a c e s r o a d m a p . o r g THE CHILDREN’S  HOME        myrootsand wings.org



NOT LONG AGO, A  TRAGIC FIRE TOOK not only the home they knew, but also  the life of Ty *’s and Shay *’s  baby brother. On the anniversary of  the fire, Shay wanted to visit his grave.
                                                   She was devastated as she struggled to find it because there was no headstone. 

               To give closure and peace to Ty and Shay, and to honor their baby brother,
                                            we would like to purchase a headstone for the grave.

* names have been changed
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Brothers and sisters are important. We know this at our core. The sibling bond is powerful – complex and intense, 

full of  frustration, jealousy, intimacy and love.

About 2/3 of  children in care have a sibling also in care. Most don’t get to live together – usually because there aren’t 

many places that can care for large sibling groups, those with wide ranges of  age or need or those of  different 

gender. For these kids who have already been through great loss, this additional casualty is excruciating

The Children’s Home is unique: not only are we able to care for siblings, but we can meet their varied needs while 

they live in close proximity on the same campus. It’s not always something we can do, but we make it a priority – 

even if  it means stepping out on a limb.

Such is the case with Ty. Because of  his tendency to run away when things get tough, we know it won’t be an easy 

journey. We also know that this remaining family bond is going to be central to life and success for both of  them.

This isn’t a tidy story – all neatly polished and wrapped. It’s pretty messy, and we’re only at the beginning. We work 

all the angles, hold our breath and pray for a happy ending – there is so much here that needs redeeming. But we 

know who our God is, and we can see what He has already done as we’ve committed to walk alongside this brother 

and sister. We know whatever happens, taking this chance is the right thing.

the TIES bindthat
Ty* is important to me just because he’s my little brother. He looks up to me, and I try to be a good role model for him. If  anything goes wrong, 

we’ll be there for each other... I really missed him (when we were separated). I cried every day, I missed him so much. I kept asking, “Can my 

brother come here? Can my brother come here?” Then, I wasn’t so sure about it (when I found out he was coming to live here). I was worried he 

wouldn’t recognize me. I was nervous – he used to run away a lot, and I was afraid that he’d run away and wouldn’t get to stay... but if  he 

hadn’t come here, I wouldn’t know him.

Right now, we have 6 sibling groups at The Children’s Home: 19 kids who continue to build those treasured relationships. }

If  you would like to be a part of  meeting this need, please contact Barbara at (806)352-5771. 

THE CHILDREN’S  HOME        myrootsand wings.org
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Lately, I’ve been reading the book Love Does by Bob Goff. It has been both a challenging and 

inspiring pursuit. I’ve been reflecting on how we tend to use the word “love” as either a noun or 

a fairly passive verb – as in an emotional attachment or fondness. But when we infuse love with 

a dynamic “verbiness”, we give it power.  I can feel love and tell my son I love him, but when I 

go out and play catch with him, that’s when he actually experiences my love. When love 

travels from thought to action, the journey is extraordinary.

The campus of  The Children’s Home is, with intentionality, becoming more and 

more a place where love does. It is becoming a place of  relentless devotion to 

those of  whom we have been given stewardship: a place of  “extra mile 

walked”, “above and beyond” and “you didn’t have to” actions that 

communicate worth and value to our children, many of  whom have 

never believed that they matter.

Because of  your involvement and the staff ’s engagement, the Texas 

Panhandle is demonstrating that love does through the work of  The 

Children’s Home. I am encouraged each time I watch a life being 

changed – both immediately, as basic needs are met, and also over 

time as a child’s identity is restored and value realized.

I am blessed to be a part of  such profound work. As always, we invite 

you to come visit and see for yourself  what love does. We know you’ll 

be challenged and inspired by these incredible children 

and this wonderful place.

Thanks for loving our kids,

a WORD from the PRESIDENT
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